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With the fashion industry becoming eco-conscious, demand for natural indigo dye has risen
steadily. Nirupama Viswanathan looks at the many challenges in the journey to revive a lost art

or the past 25 years, Jesus Ciriza  apart from other dyes since it is dyed India. The British East India company The fresh leaves of Indigoare steeped
Larraona has worked with the through living fermentation in a solu-  exported about 19,000 tonnes of indigo in water for 18 hours, pressed before oxi-

colour Indigo. And during this tion called a vat filled in pots. from India. However, production virtu-  dising the bluish green water thatisleft
phase, Indigo has been somewhat In the village of Guledgudda in Kar- ally ceased in the 1920s. behind until it turns deep blue.
like an indecisive lover, letting nataka, the Hasilcar family had dyed

From fields of green, amystic blue This process again, as simple as it

him revel in the longing thatonly  Indigo for generations, Subhash Hasil- may sound, is fraught with challenges.

uncertainty brings. What makes  car, a septuagenarian, one of thefewto From the green fields of Villupuram, Said Balachander A of Tind

a colour as common as the blue in the pass on his knowledge to ‘The Colours where about 400 acres of Indigofera “You must know exactly when to stop

deep midnight sky, so irresistible to  of Nature’,remembered theroutinebut tinctoria are cultivated, come most of  the oxidation process that takes anavet:
some? The answer, they say, is because  forgotthe nuances, like beingabletoun-  the country’s natural Indigo. Its humid  age of two hours. Understandingonly

it is as simple and as complicated asal-  derstand the condition of potsby smell. climate makes the Indigo cultivated comes with time.” According toBal
most everything that it paints, His villagers switched to syntheticdye-  here one of the best in terms of quality, achander, though the crops are sourced
Withlargenatlonal andinternational  ingover 70 years ago, and are happy do-  while the unavailability of watermakes from the same region, the time of oxida-
clof companies increasingly taking  ing what they do with no plans to take it the best option for farmers, “Itisusu-  tion varies from crop to crop. “If the
, playing with natural up full-fledged traditional dyeing. ally sown in November and harvested  oxidation process is extended by even
the Indigodye  Not so profitable in February. Irrigation is only required  half an hour, 90 per cent of the batch

e, 2 il j ~ once in 20 days. Moreover, the second -

atural Tdigodye:

thé Wdrld it has turned into a ers who. ivati i smaller players, because procuring
groping in the dark to find the perfect say they have used natural dyes are ly-  with the decision to grow indigo, mak- from them may lead us to trouble,” sai
technique. “Over the last 100 yeavs, all  ing; That is why we have unfair compe-  inga profit of around ¥15,000 a crop. Balachander.

traditional dyers in the coun% d tition. Consumers must be more aware
ed to synthetic dyeing — it's cheap-  of how the manufacturers source their
| roducts,” said Jesus. ashe cups soluble
digo from the vat to his
few seconds of moving it

, it turns into Indigo.
digo is yellow-green.
aed. hydro

Albalagan, who cultivate and export Indigo, at Tindivanam | seaTrasiaa
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